
 

Second Grade  2017-2018 

Volume 7, Issue 2  2nd Nine Weeks 

WELCOME! 

This newsletter is sent home to families every nine weeks.  It provides information on what your child is 
learning in math, activities you can do at home to reinforce the content, and suggestions for books and  

resources you can use to help your child learn math. 

During the 2nd nine weeks, 
Second Grade students learn to: 

 Use addition and subtraction strategies to 
solve one- and two-step word problems 
within a hundred.  In this nine weeks,  
students will only work on one-step word 
problems. For example, Patrick has 27 
stickers. Brandon has 34 stickers. How 
many stickers do they have together?  

 Represent whole numbers on a number line 
with equally spaced points. Represent 
whole number sums and differences within 
100 on the number line.  

 Tell and write time to the nearest five 
minutes using an analog and digital clock 
using a.m. and p.m. 

 Skip count using 5’s, 10’s, and 100’s up 
to 1000. Second graders need to be able 
to start at another number besides 1 and 
skip count to a given number. For example, a 
child should be able to count by tens start-
ing at 120 and go to 250. 

 Solve word problems involving lengths that 
have equations with an unknown number. 
For example, “During week 1, a plant meas-
ured 6 inches. During the next three weeks, 
it grew. During week 4, the plant measured 
12 inches. How many inches did it grow? The 
equation to represent this problem could be 
6 + ? = 12 

 

Resources and Ideas for Families 

 

MATH IS FUN! 
 

Check out the MATH IS FUN 
website which contains resources 
to help children learn math. Here 
you will find “How to Videos”, 
Online Games, Vocabulary, and 
APPs related to the content your 
child is learning. 
 

www.jcpsmath.weebly.com 

BUILDING A MATHEMATICAL COMMUNITY 
NUMBER TALKS 
During math class, students 
should experience a Number 
Talk, a structured classroom 
conversation around a pur-
posefully crafted computa-
tion problem that is solved 
mentally.  
 
Sharing and discussing computation strategies provide 
students with the opportunity to: 
• Clarify thinking. 
• Investigate and apply mathematical relationships. 
• Build a repertoire of efficient strategies. 
• Make decisions about choosing efficient strategies for 

specific problems. 
• Consider and test other strategies to see if they are 

mathematically logical. 
Number Talks: Helping Children Build Mental Math and  

Computation Strategies, by: Sherry Parrish. 

 
STUDENT INVENTED STRATEGIES 
During Number Talks, students are encouraged to use stu-
dent invented strategies, flexible methods of computing 
that vary with the numbers and the situation.  Successful 
use of the strategies requires that they be understood by 
the one who is using them --- hence the term invented. 
Flexible methods of computation involve decomposing and 
composing numbers in a wide variety of ways.  

Elementary and Middle School Mathematics Teaching  
Developmentally, by: Van de Walle, Karp, Bay-Williams 

 

MATH MATTERS 

 

http://www.jcpsmath.weebly.com
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Activities to Try at Home: 
 Practice counting by 5s, 10s and 100s with 

your child all the way to 1000. Start at num-
bers other than 1. For example, ask your child 
to count by 10s starting at 750 all the way to 
1000. If your child is struggling, have her 
write the numbers down to help her see the 
patterns. For example, when counting by 5’s, 
the number in the ones place will alternate be-
tween 5 and 0. 

 Provide your child with the opportunity to 
practice telling time. Children have lots of ex-
perience telling time with digital clocks, but 
need practice with analog (clocks with hands). 

 Use advertisements from the newspaper to 
help your child practice solving word problems 
with money. For example, ask your child, “If 
you buy the video game and the controller, how 
much money will you spend?” Repeat with sev-
eral different items or allow your child to pick 
the items to buy and ask him to find the cost.  

 Continue to practice addition and subtraction 
facts with your child. It is very important that 
he or she can quickly and correctly recall basic 
math facts. 

 

Resources and Ideas for Families 

Check Out These Books! 
Below are some suggested books which connect 

to math content students are learning this cycle. 

 

 Animal Word Problems Starring Addition and 
Subtraction by Rebecca Wingard-Nelson 

 The Action of Subtraction by Brian P.  Cleary 

 Mission Addition by Loreen Leedy 

 100th Day Worries by Margery Cuyler 

 One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab by April Sayre 
and Jeff Sayre 

 Tally O’Malley (Math Start 2) by Stuart J.  
Murphy 

 How Big is a Foot? by Rolf Myller 

Jamir’s Penny Jar   
From: Illustrative Mathematics 

Jamir has collected some pennies in a jar. Recently, he added coins other than pennies to his jar. 

Jamir reached his hand into the jar and pulled out this combination:  

 

 

A. Jamir wants to count the total value of these coins. What coin do you suggest he start with? 
Why would Jamir want to start counting with this coin? 

B. What is the total value of these coins? Write a number sentence that represents the total value 
of the coins. 

 
Solution: A.  He should start with a quarter because that has the largest value of all the coins.    
                B. 33 cents; 25 + 5 + 1 +1 +1 = 33 

MATH TASK 


